EDITOR’S MISCELLANY 
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INTERNATIONAL UNITY ON STATE REGISTRATION 

(Mrs. Bedford-Fenwiek’s Editorial in the Nursing Record of October 26) 

Nothing has more effectively proved to us the progress of nursing organiza¬ 
tion in the United States than the contrast between its condition on our last 
visit in 1893 and that which now prevails. In 1893, with the exception of one 
small society of nurses, there was no organization of nurses in America, and 
legislation— i.e., their registration by the State—was not in the sphere of prac¬ 
tical politics. 

To show how rapidly organization has taken place, and upon what an 
effective basis, it is only necessary to mention that both superintendents and 
nurses have now their National Associations, that every training-school of any 
standing has its Society of Graduates, and also that State associations are now 
rapidly being formed for the purpose of obtaining legislation. Without doubt 
the most important feature of the recent International Nurses’ Congress was 
the unanimity of the American matrons present and of upwards of five hundred 
trained-nurse members and delegates on the question of the fundamental need 
for State registration of nurses. Nothing could have been more logical than the 
paper on this question presented by Mrs. Bedford Fenwick to the Congress, nor 
more forcible than the quiet dignity with which Miss Isabel Mclsaac, president 
of the Congress and superintendent of the largest nurse training-school in the 
United States, proposed from the chair the resolution in favor of State registra¬ 
tion of nurses drawn up by the Organizing Committee of the Congress. 

Neither is it possible to minimize the significance of the fact that this reso¬ 
lution was seconded by Miss Isla Stewart, the matron of the senior Royal Hos¬ 
pital in the British Empire; that it was most ably supported by Mrs. Hampton 
Robb, the acknowledged leader of nursing organization in the United States; 
by Miss Snively, the most influential and progressive superintendent of nurses 
in the Dominion of Canada, and Miss McGahey, the lady superintendent of 
Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney, without doubt the most active and deeply re¬ 
spected matron in federated Australia, who not only supported the principle 
and stated the action taken by Australian nurses on this question, but also spoke 
for Sirs. Neill in the neighboring colony of New Zealand, whose splendid efforts 
to effect legislation have, we believe at this moment, been crowned with success. 
The forcible arguments advanced by all these experienced women as to the neces¬ 
sity for State registration of nurses are unanswerable, and the most determined 
opponent of legal status for trained nurses can bring forward no argument 
which can in the slightest degree minimize the importance of this unanimity of 
thought and purpose among the leading superintendents of nurse training- 
schools in every country where nursing has attained to the dignity of a skilled 
profession, nor suggest for an instant with any hope of convincing the public 
that the women who have come out of the ranks to support this resolution are 
not eminently competent to form an opinion on this question or that they are 
actuated by any other than the highest motives. 
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The importance of this unanimous vote in support of the State registration 
of nurses cannot any longer be ignored by those who are responsible for the 
education and status of trained nurses and for the care of the sick. 

We hope, therefore, that for the future all party spirit will be eliminated 
from the discussion of the question, and that a united effort will be made by 
all those interested in the ennobling and beneficent work of nursing to approach 
it in a liberal and generous spirit. 

We give below the resolution, which was passed enthusiastically and unani¬ 
mously by the Congress, standing: 

“ Whereas, The nursing of the sick is a matter closely affecting all classes 
of the community in every land; 

“ Whereas, To be efficient workers nurses should be carefully educated in 
the important duties which are now allotted to them; 

“ Whereas, At the present time there is no generally accepted term or 
standard of training, nor system of education, nor examination for nurses in 
any country. 

“ Whereas, There is no method, except in South Africa, of enabling the 
public to discriminate between trained nurses and ignorant people who assume 
that title; and, 

“ Whereas, This is a fruitful source of injury to the sick and of discredit 
to the nursing profession. It is the opinion of this International Congress of 
Nurses, in general meeting assembled, that it is the duty of the nursing pro¬ 
fession of every country to work for suitable legislative enactment regulating 
the education of nurses, and protecting the interests of the public by securing 
State examination and public registration, with the proper penalties for en¬ 
forcing the same.” 


A SCHOOL FOR HEALTH OFFICERS 

A NEW departure in educational lines recently occurred in Burlington, Vt. 
This was the gathering together of those interested in sanitary science in that 
State into what is called a “ School for Health Officers.” This school was pro¬ 
vided for in a law recently passed, and is held under the auspices of the State 
Board of Health. Every health officer in the State is expected to attend this 
school, he being paid per diem and mileage. Others interested in sanitary 
matters were invited to this first meeting, although only the health officers re¬ 
ceived any remuneration. Topics of interest to health officers were the main 
subjects considered, and these covered a variety of questions. From reports of 
this meeting one is impressed with the fact that it has proved to be one of 
practical value, the papers and discussions being such as would help to give 
the health officers in attendance a thorough knowledge of the work they are 
supposed to look after and undertake. Health officers nowadays, if they are 
fit for the position they occupy, must have a broad comprehension of their 
duties and be thoroughly versed in all that pertains to the prevention of dis¬ 
ease. They need something more than ordinary medical training. Perfect 
sanitation consists of good drainage, proper disposal of sewage, correct plumb¬ 
ing, perfect ventilation, wholesome water, pure milk, and much more that is 
outside of what the general practitioner is supposed to know. Until the time 
comes, if it ever should come, that men should be educated for this particular 
calling, it would seem that such a school as the one held in Vermont will soon 
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become almost a necessity. Certainly, it is something that is worthy of imita¬ 
tion, and it is hoped that other States will follow the excellent example.— 
Journal of the American Medical Association. 


MRS. MARY A. BICKERDYKE 

Mbs. Maby A. Bickebdyke, of army fame, died at Bunker Hill, Kan., No¬ 
vember 8, at the age of eighty-four. She was known in Grand Army circles as 
“ Mother” Bickerdyke because of her services as a nurse during the Civil War. 
The funeral will take place on Sunday, and on Monday the remains will be taken 
to Galesburg, Ill., for burial. At the outbreak of the Civil War Mrs. Bicker¬ 
dyke enlisted as an army nurse. She saw her first battle at Fort Donelson, and 
from that time on was continuously in the service. 

Mrs. Bickerdyke (Mary Ann Ball) was born July 19, 1817, of Mayflower 
ancestors, in Knox County, 0., near the present city of Mount Vernon. At the 
age of sixteen she went to Oberlin to complete her education, attending Oberlin 
College and working for her board. Later she moved to Cincinnati, and volun¬ 
teered as a nurse in one of the city hospitals during the siege of cholera in 1837. 

At the latter place she acquired that knowledge of medicine and skill in 
nursing which made her services of such great value in after years. She married 
at Cincinnati in 1847 Robert Bickerdyke, a musician, who was a member of the 
orchestra that played with Jenny Lind on her trip through the country. 


A VERY PLEASANT OCCASION 

Miss Mabgabet McKinley and Miss Marjorie McAllen, superintendent and 
assistant superintendent of nurses respectively, have severed their connection 
with the Missouri Baptist Sanitarium of St. Louis, Mo., which took effect the 
15th inst. Having endeared themselves to the nurses under them, a farewell 
reception and musical was planned for them and held the 8th inst., and it was 
a most enjoyable affair. A very pretty part of the programme was the presenta¬ 
tion of a set of silver teaspoons and a silver bread-plate to Miss McKinley, and 
a gold crescent brooch with pearl settings to Miss McAllen. Dr. Paul Y. Tupper, 
one of the staff physicians, made a unique presentation-speech—a very happy 
one indeed—on behalf of the nurses. Refreshments were served after the con¬ 
clusion of this part of the programme, and the remainder of the evening was 
spent in a social good time. Many friends of the nurses and others were present. 

Miss McKinley and Miss McAllen will conduct a nurses’ home and registry 
at 3943-A, Olive Street, St. Louis. 


FEW NURSES IN CALIFORNIA 

Miss Gebteude Babnes and Miss Alice Bagley, graduates of the Cleveland 
General Hospital, have returned to Cleveland from a trip through California 
of several months’ duration. They thoroughly enjoyed their visit, but would not 
be satisfied to live in the Far West. They report that few nurses are to be 
found in California, and that the public has not, as yet, learned to appreciate 
the “graduate nurse.” 
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A NEW CLUB-HOUSE 

On October 22 the nurses who have recently moved into their new home on 
Wilson Avenue, Cleveland, O., gave a house-warming in the nature of a re¬ 
ception. Fifteen nurses from almost as many different schools have united their 
efforts and, with the help of a housekeeper, have made a very cosey home for 
themselves. Over fifty nurses took advantage of the opportunity given them of 
meeting other Cleveland nurses, and the reception in every way was thoroughly 
enjoyable. 


WINTER STUDY COURSE OF THE ASSOCIATED ALUMNffi OF 
NEW YORK CITY 

Six of the alumnae societies—viz., the New York, Bellevue, Presbyterian, 
St. Luke’s, Roosevelt, and Post-Graduate—have united, as in previous winters, 
and planned a study course beginning on January 10 and continuing weekly 
for ten weeks. There will be excursions to a model dairy farm, to the place of 
a manufacturer of surgical supplies, to the immigrant station at Ellis Island, etc., 
and the course will also comprise lectures on sociology and current events. 


Why is it that so many graduate nurses engaged in either institutional or 
private nursing get into the aggressive habit ? Life is so much more worth living 
if that spirit be replaced by one of willingness to meet the wishes of others. 


Miss C. A. McLeod, a graduate nurse, Class of 1890, from the New England 
Hospital, has purchased Dr. Hoskins’s private sanatorium at 97 Francis Street, 
Brookline, Mass., and will receive patients from physicians. 

The sanatorium is very pleasantly located in a quiet part of Brookline, 
five minutes’ walk from two lines of electrics. It is home-like and equipped 
with every convenience for the comfort of guests. The rooms all have open fire¬ 
places, are large, sunny, and well furnished. Each patient can have a private 
trained nurse or attendant. Special arrangements are made for those requiring 
only a place for rest and quiet. Baths, electricity, and massage are among the 
aids employed to restore health. Patients are under the care of their own 
physicians. Sufferers from contagious diseases are not admitted. 


Thbougii the efforts of the women’s clubs of Orange, a woman health in¬ 
spector, Mrs. Elizabeth M. Devine, has been appointed by the Board of Health 
at the nominal salary of one dollar a year. The committee, representing several 
women’s clubs, which secured the appointment plans to pay a salary to the 
inspector. 


The Associated Charities of San Francisco has added to the organization 
two visiting nurses, whose services will be freely given whenever required by the 
poor families who shall come to the notice of the society. The expense of this 
work is borne by voluntary contributions. The society has secured also the 
cooperation of a number of prominent physicians, who will give their services 
to the sick poor. 
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MARRIED 

Miss Harr iet Van Hook, a graduate of the Cleveland Homoeopathic Hos¬ 
pital, was married September 25 to Mr. C. C. Monroe, of Danbury, Neb. 


OBITUARY 

Died at San Francisco, Cal., on July 1, 1901, Mrs. Frederick Hellberg (n6e 
Lucy Warwick), graduate of the University of Pennsylvania Hospital and a 
member of the Alumnee Association. 

“ Whebeas, The members of the Alumnee Association of the Training-School 
of the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania have learned with sincere 
sorrow and regret of the decease of their classmate and member, Mrs. Hellberg; 

“ Whekeas, The members of this association deem it proper that action 
should be taken in regard thereto; therefore, be it 

“ Resolved, That in the deceased, Mrs. Hellberg, the members have lost one 
who has always shown loyalty, love, and devotion for her work, endearing herself 
to fellow-nurses, patients, and friends alike, and by her unselfishness and sweet 
disposition making all love her with whom she came in contact. 

“ Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to her family, be entered 
on the minutes of the association, and published in The American Journal of 
Nursing and The Trained Nurse. 

“Nellie M. Casey, 
“Margaret G. Fay, 

“J. Harriet Moband, 

“ Committee on Resolutions. 

“ October 28, 1901.” 


Miss Lula Bartley, a graduate of the Class of 1900, died at her home 
near Butler, Pa., on Monday, October 21. Miss Bartley was much loved by all 
who knew her. She had only been ill with appendicitis a short time, and the 
news of her death came as a shock to her friends. 





